1 John 4:16-18 Amp “And we know (understand, recognize, are conscious of, by observation and
by experience) and believe (adhere to and put faith in and rely on) the love God cherishes for us.
God is love, and he who dwells and continues in love dwells and continues in God, and God
dwells and continues in him.

17) In this [union and communion with Him] love is brought to completeness and attains
perfection with us, that we may have confidence for the day of judgment [with assurance and
boldness to face Him], because as He is, so are we in this world.

18) There is no fear in love [dread does not exist], but full-grown (complete, perfect) love
turns fear out of doors and expels every trace of terror! For fear brings with it the thought of
punishment, and [so] he who is afraid has not reached the full maturity of love [is not yet grown
into love’s complete perfection].”

While | was writing the above message, | felt a joyous, almost playful, spirit. It seemed
that the Lord was having fun presenting what at first glance seemed like the foolishness of His
ways in comparison to the foolish ways of the world. In reality, however, the wealth of the concept
of Godly ownership versus earthly ownership is astounding. It is the epitome of love.

Someone who walks in God'’s kind of perfect love owns nothing for himself. It is the heart
of Jesus as He endured the cross, so that each of us could be separated from our sin, which
separated us from God. Owning everything, He willingly gave everything away in heaven and
then on earth in order for that to happen.

If we would examine our lives, we would discover that whenever we have a fear of any
kind, it has to do with the prospect of losing something that we own; or more accurately,
something that owns us. We fear losing our possessions, our health, our freedoms, and even our
lives.

Jesus functioned in such perfect love that He willingly gave all of His life away. The
leaders and the rulers of that time couldn’t take His life, because He had already given it away
long before they even met Him. All of their power had no power over Him, because He functioned
in a realm where true power was exhibited, not through ownership, but through love. No one can
kill a person who is already dead.

In these times, the world understands fear, and people use it against each other to
maintain control. What is not understood is true love - not the foolish interpretation of love that
suggests weakness, but the overcoming power of God’s kind of love. We, as Christians, are not
only free from the wrong kind of fear of God, but we can also be free from all of the fears of the
world if we choose to function in that love. Sometimes it will look like we have lost because of the
way we love; but in reality we have won, just like Jesus did.

Needing to function in God'’s kind of love — Jim Corbett



